CHESHIRE EAST COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the
Cheshire Police and Crime Panel - Complaints Management
Sub Committee
held on Thursday, 30th October, 2025 in the Committee Suite 1, 2 and 3,
Delamere House, Delamere Street, Crewe, CW1 2JZ

PRESENT
Councillors: David Brown (Cheshire East)
Michael Fry (Halton)
Bob Hignett (Warrington)
Keith Miller (Deputy Chair, Cheshire West and
Chester) Sam Naylor (Cheshire West and
Chester)

Independent Co-optees: Mrs Gemma Shepherd — Etchells (Chair)
Prof. Barry Godfrey

Officers: Mr Martin  Smith, Panel Support Office,
Cheshire East
Ms Hilary Irving, Interim Head of Legal
Services/ Deputy Monitoring Officer (via Teams
link) Cheshire East.

1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Clir Mike Jones, (Cheshire
West and Chester), who was substituted by Cllr David Brown (Cheshire
East).

2 CODE OF CONDUCT - DECLARATION OF INTERESTS. RELEVANT
AUTHORITIES (DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS)
REGULATIONS 2012

No declarations of interest were made.

3 COMPLAINTS RECEIVED ABOUT THE CONDUCT OF THE POLICE
AND CRIME COMMISSIONER

The Chair explained that three separate complaints alleging political bias
by the Police and Crime Commissioner had been received by the Panel in
July and August 2025. The full text of each complaint, with only names
and email addresses redacted had been published with the papers for the
Sub — Committee. In the supporting papers the complaints were described
as complaints 1, 2 and 3.

The background papers had also included a copy of the Police and Crime
Commissioner’s Ethical Framework and Code of Conduct, this document



includes a summary of the Seven Principles of Public Life (the Nolan
Principles) and the full text of the Oath of Office taken by the Police and
Crime Commissioner following his election in May 2024.

The Chair and Deputy Chair of the Sub - Committee, in accordance with
the procedure contained in the Panel’s Procedure Rules, had reviewed the
complaints when received and determined that they should be considered
at a meeting of the Sub-Committee. The Chair noted that a slight delay in
convening the meeting had been due to Panel member availability.

Each complaint was considered in turn, with the Sub-Committee taking
advice from officers as necessary. The host authority’s Interim Head of
Legal Services/ Deputy Monitoring Officer expanded on the legal advice
provided in the report contained in the information presented to the Sub -
Committee, explaining that in their personal capacity, a Commissioner
may engage in political activities, including making personal endorsement,
in the same way as any other citizen.

With reference to the telephone call made to the Commissioner's Office
referred to in Complaint 2, the Sub - Committee noted that it was
unfortunate that the Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner had no
record of the call, but were grateful that checks had been made and that
the Commissioner’s Office had indicated that they did not dispute that the
call had been made.

RESOLVED
The Sub Committee resolved unanimously that:

1 In relation to Complaint 1, the Police and Crime Commissioner had
not breached his Code of Conduct or Oath of Office.

2 In relation to Complaint 2, the Police and Crime Commissioner had
not breached his Code of Conduct or Oath of Office.

3 In relation to Complaint 3, the Police and Crime Commissioner had
not breached Sections 8(a), 8(c) or 9(b) of his Code of Conduct or
his Oath of Office, or the Nolan principles; nor had he shown
political bias when acting as Police and Crime Commissioner.

4 In relation to Complaint 3, it had been appropriate for the Police and
Crime Commissioner to quote full-year figures in relation to crime
statistics, as these were more likely to show trends than figures
relating to individual months.

5 The Panel's Secretariat be asked to draft the formal notices
summarising the outcome of each complaint and, when approved



by the Chair and Deputy Chair, that these be shared with each
complainant.



